In Search of Greater India

HG Quaritch Wales:

pioneer archaeologist,
art historian and
war correspondent

David Russell Lawrence | 2019




© Research report by David Russell Lawrence 2019

Crawford School of Public Policy
College of Asia and the Pacific
The Australian National University
Canberra ACT 2601
Australia
David.lawrence@anu.edu.au

Cover image:
Outside U Thong. 1936. Quaritch Wales on left of image
(Quaritch Wales 1937f: 140; Royal Asiatic Society. HG Quaritch Wales Collection)



Table of Contents

Acknowledgements

Introduction

Chapter One: Family, education and teaching in Bangkok
Chapter Two: In Search of Greater India

Chapter Three:  Archaeological investigations in Lembah Bujang, Kedah

Chapter Four: Years of blindness: comments on the war in Southeast Asia
Chapter Five: The making of Greater India
Chapter Six: Finding Dvaravati

Chapter Seven:  The universe around them
Bibliography of publications by Horace Geoffrey Quaritch Wales (1900-1981)

References

41

102

163

180

210

236

264

274



Image 01.001:
Horace Geoffrey Quaritch Wales ca1950-1960
(Royal Asiatic Society Archives. HG Quaritch Wales Collection 8/10)



Acknowledgements

In Singapore Conan Cheong, Dr Stephen Murphy and Denisonde Simbol provided access to the
impressive collections of the Asian Civilisations Museum. My thanks also to the staff of the library of
the National Museum of Singapore, formerly the Raffles Museum, for helping to find the original
cataloguing sheets of the Quaritch Wales collection.

In Bangkok, Dr Wannasarn Noonsuk and the staff of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education
Organization Regional Centre for Archaeology and Fine Arts (SEAMEO SPAFA) were encouraging.
It was awe-inspiring to stand in front of the famous Takua Pa Visnu in the National Museum of
Bangkok and realise it was over 1,000 years old.

The trip to London was specifically designed to work on the Quaritch Wales’ archive housed in the
Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland in Stephenson Way. My thanks to Ed Weech,
Librarian, to Nancy Charley, Archivist and to Camilla Larsen, Executive Officer, for making the
material in this archive accessible. Permission to use the images from this collection is gratefully
acknowledged. There is still much work to be done with the photographs and negatives in the
collection and I hope this research report will encourage others to follow the leads. Alice Ford-Smith,
Archivist at Bernard Quaritch Ltd, gave us a memorable day in Mayfair talking about the family firm
and the Quaritch connections. Another fine day was spent at Cambridge in the company of Prof Janice
Stargardt whose personal recollections of Quaritch Wales and Dorothy are vital links in this story.

Emeritus Professor Merle Ricklefs kindly read the entire manuscript for me. His comments and
criticisms were welcomed. | greatly value his opinions and his friendship. | should like to dedicate this
research report to Dr Roy Jordaan for his assistance with Dutch translations and his encouraging on-
line friendship.

More personally, my sister, Christine Cansfield-Smith, helped me with the physical difficulties of
navigating airports and transport on visits to Singapore, Bangkok, London and Cambridge. She also
assisted with photography and comments on early drafts. Her help has always been important to me.

Horace Geoffrey Quaritch Wales was a product of a particular time and social order. It is perhaps
natural that his theories and philosophies should fade and be replaced by more considered opinions.
His early archaeological work in Siam and Malaya has also been subject to review and debate. It is
important that his work in Kedah be documented now for conservative religious politics; economic
development and population growth over the last fifty years have destroyed much of this intrinsic
cultural heritage of all Southeast Asians.

Dorothy Wales was an intelligent, hardworking and dedicated researcher who accompanied her
husband on all his projects. She was a loyal companion and it was due to her diligence that we have
the archival bequest at the Royal Asiatic Society. My aim has been to bring her out of the shadows
and show her in a clearer light as much as this has been possible with the little information about her.

Quaritch Wales was an extraordinary, controversial and often argumentative man. Despite negative
opinions, and these still exist, he was no fool. He was just an impatient man who did not handle
criticism well and this failing impacted severely on his life and his career. The purpose of this research
report has been to examine critically his writings and fieldwork. | trust the reader will find that | have
presented his positive and his negative characteristics fairly and evenly.

David Lawrence
2019



Introduction

In 1924 Horace Geoffrey Quaritch Wales, a young science graduate from Cambridge University,
arrived in Bangkok to begin a short career teaching at the King’s College. This school was founded
by King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) in 1897 to provide elite education for young men mostly from the
Siamese aristocracy. It was originally located in a large wooden building in Nonthaburi that is now
the Nonthaburi Museum. Chulalongkorn had also established the Royal Pages’ College to train sons
of the elite for government service. In 1926, during a time of economic crisis in Siam, King
Vajiravudh (Rama VI) merged the two colleges to form Vajiravudh College. It was relocated to the
northern Bangkok suburb of Dusit. The College still exists and remains a private all-boy boarding
school for sons of the Thai elite.

King’s College and the other private schools established by Chulalongkorn and Vajiravudh were
avowedly elitist and entry was carefully managed. Young women of high status did not attend these
colleges in the early period. Family connections and status kept out commoners and fees fended off
entry to the poor. HG Quaritch Wales was a product of Charterhouse School in Surrey and
Cambridge University. His qualifications would have fitted well with the aims of the absolute
monarchy to keep quality education for the top ranks in a very stratified society.

The experience in Siam in the late 1920s must have been stimulating for the young Englishman. HG
Quaritch Wales was to become one of the most prolific writers on Southeast Asian archaeology and
art history. The question we must ask is why did a young man from a relatively affluent London
middle-class family seek his fortune in Siam, then largely an unknown but exotic Asian country,
rather than in the conventional confines of the British colonial service? Quaritch Wales returned to
London in 1928 to write a doctoral thesis at the University of London’s School of Oriental Studies
on the role of state ceremonies in the ritual life of the Siamese royal families. This was published as
Siamese state ceremonies: their history and function (Quaritch Wales 1931). Later, he added a series
of supplementary notes to the original study (Quaritch Wales 1971). Following his death in 1981 the
two volumes were republished by his widow Dorothy as a memorial set (Quaritch Wales 1992).

Quaritch Wales also elaborated on his early research in a study of ancient Siamese state
administration (Quaritch Wales 1934a & 1965a). This was translated into Thai in 1984. These books
are still referred to by researchers for little material has been written, at least in English, on the
nature and significance of ritual and religion in Thai royal life. The book, Siamese state ceremonies,
presents an image of a stable nation, of a people united by a strong belief in the Theravada Buddhist
faith, in awe before the paternalistic reign of an absolute monarch surrounded by ritual and
performance. But Siam was to decline into rebellion in 1932 and the absolute monarchy would be
overthrown in a military-led coup. A constitutional monarchy would later be reinstated but the
military remains a powerful force in Thai politics to this day.

This political upheaval would cause a meaningful change in direction for Quaritch Wales in his
research programmes in Southeast Asia. In the late 1930s, Quaritch Wales and his wife Dorothy,
would be instrumental in excavating more than thirty Hindu and Buddhist temples and assembly
halls in the Bujang valley in Kedah, Malaysia. The sites around Gunung Jerai (Kedah Peak 4,000
feet; 1,217 metres) and along the Sungai Merbok and Sungai Muda are among the most significant
archaeological sites in peninsular Southeast Asia. Even now new sites are being discovered by
Malaysian archaeologists that change our perspective of the proto-historic occupation of the
Thai/Malay peninsula. In many ways Quaritch Wales was a pioneer archaeologist in Southeast Asia.
We should acknowledge the role that he played in being the first to recognise the need for subsurface



investigations of historic sites in Siam and peninsula Malaya (Glover 2016: 507). Much of our
knowledge of early Malaysian archaeology has been informed by his pre-war work in the field but
his legacy has been tarnished by his association with the now rejected theories of Indianization that
he first promoted in his early writings notably in his major work The Making of Greater India
(Quaritch Wales 1951 and 1961a).

Quaritch Wales would spend his life in the pursuit of archaeological evidence to support his how
rejected theory that Indian merchants, priests and high-born warriors were instrumental in bringing
Indian cultural values and political beliefs to Southeast Asia. Current anthropological and
archaeological theory emphasises the role of indigenous, Southeast Asian agency in attracting Indian
culture to the region. Certainly, the role of Indian traders and priests was vital during the transitional
period from late prehistory to early history in Southeast Asia as is evidenced by numerous
inscriptions, religious artefacts as well as a growing corpus of archaeological remains of monuments
and cities (Revire 2016: 394). Interpretation of this data remains contested. The historical narratives
available to us are the recorded histories of Chinese travellers and monks but they are full of
inconsistencies. The facts obtained from geophysical, scientifically dated objects, symbolic elements
in architecture and art history, linguistic interpretations and complex epigraphic inscriptions can only
be read by a few experts. Even when we know the source and discovery, the distinction between
what is objective fact and what is subjective inference is unclear. When Quaritch Wales, always
accompanied by his wife Dorothy, began working in Southeast Asia little work had been done to
investigate the proto-historic period in rural Thailand or in the northern part of the Malay peninsula.

During the Second World War Quaritch Wales served in the 11" Indian Division of the Indian Army
stationed at Sungai Petani in Kedah between 1940 to 1942. Following evacuation in the face of the
Japanese invasion of the peninsula he travelled to the United States and began lecturing and writing
on the impact of the Japanese occupation on Southeast Asian politics. While in the United States he
wrote an account of the failures of British, French and Dutch colonialism in Asia, Years of Blindness
(Quaritch Wales 1943n), that deserves more attention. He was a frequent columnist for the New York
Times and for regional newspapers.

Following the war, Quaritch Wales and his wife returned to London and resumed his archaeological
interests. In his final years his work explored his passion for comparative religion in Southeast Asia
and he became fascinated with cosmological symbolism. In his long career he produced sixteen
monographs, some of which, like Siamese state ceremonies (1931 and 1992), Dvaravati (1969) and
Ancient South-east Asian Warfare (1952a) continue to be used as reference sources. For a long time
his book on Dvaravati remained the only English language publication that provided an overview
and analysis of the art historical and archaeological evidence of this culture (Murphy 2018: 365).
Undoubtedly, with new research being undertaken in these fields, the early writing of Quaritch
Wales would soon be obsolete.

While establishing his career he wrote twelve magazine articles for periodicals like Country Life and
The Illustrated London News in order to advertise his work and attract public attention. These
articles give us a good indication of how he was using popular periodicals to advertise his
archaeological discoveries in Southeast Asia. In his career he wrote fifty-two academic papers, many
long and detailed but some short angry replies to perceived criticisms. During the Second World
War, when he and his wife moved to the United States he contributed thirty-two general interest and
sixteen newspaper articles on the war and the way in which he saw the situation in Southeast Asia.



Quaritch Wales excavated, wrote, travelled, documented and argued his ideas for fifty years. His
bibliography of published articles and monographs is extensive and varied. Although many of his
ideas about Southeast Asian cultures are disputed, and he was often challenged during his lifetime,
he continued to write until his early 80s. He was a member of the Council of the Royal Asiatic
Society and an Honorary member of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Fortunately,
his wife Dorothy gifted his archive of books and papers to the Royal Asiatic Society in London in
1992.

As Revire (2016: 394) wisely stated, ‘[tJo move forward in the disciplines of art history and
archaeology, we need not only to assess or reassess the evidence from raw material, but also to
understand and dismantle underlying paradigms, which may bias our views of this material’. The
results of this exercise may be rewarding but the ways in which insights may be found will require us
to discard some old assumptions. The long and dedicated career of Quaritch Wales has never been
subjected to detailed examination. This research report is a study, both critical and sympathetic, of a
pioneering archaeologist, art historian and war correspondent whose work floundered in the mire of
obscure theories of cultural history but whose life deserves our critical reappraisal.

Wales or Quaritch Wales

Quaritch Wales was proud of his family heritage and connections. He was the grandson of Bernard
Quaritch, the founder of the famous London antiquarian bookstore, Bernard Quaritch Ltd. The firm
still exists in central London and Quaritch Wales became the Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the firm that published many of his books. Both his mother and his aunt retained Quaritch as part of
their name after they married. However, official birth, death and marriage records from the United
Kingdom give his surname as Wales, not Quaritch Wales. As he did not hyphenate his last two
names, he was technically HGQ Wales in his school records, his registration papers at Cambridge
and at the University of London. His divorce affidavit of 1930 cites him as Wales and both his
wives, Lena and Dorothy, only used Wales as their surnames. But from the late 1930s all his
professional records and publications use the name HG Quaritch Wales and for convenience that is
the name that will be used in this research report. He always signed his name as HG Quaritch Wales.
The only anomaly to this established rule is that the only co-authored article on wartime
archaeological excavations in Kedah is by Dorothy C Quaritch Wales and HG Quaritch Wales
(1947). The fact that Dorothy is the first listed author, or even listed at all, is even more curious.



Chapter One

Family, education and teaching in Bangkok

Bernard Alexander Christian Quaritch

While acknowledging that this is not a genealogy study, the family background of Horace Geoffrey
Quaritch Wales is important to note for it informs us of much of his character, values and attitudes.
His grandfather, Bernard Alexander Christian Quaritch (1819-1899), the founder of the antiquarian
bookselling company, Bernard Quaritch Ltd, was born in the central Prussian town of Worbis in
Thuringia southeast of Géttingen. The son of a veteran of Waterloo, Bernard Quaritch was educated
in classics at the Nordhausen Gymnasium.

After a brief time working in the book selling trade, first in Nordhausen and then in Berlin, Quaritch
left Germany in 1842 at the age of 23 and headed for London (Freeman 2004). He began in the
Covent Garden shop of Henry Bohn who was then the leading bookseller and publisher of the day. In
1847, with limited capital of £70 [£5,871], and it is reported, some earnings writing piece work on
political topics for Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels the publishers of the Neue Rheinische Zeitung, he
started to sell under his own name. This first venture did not last long, although in 1847 he made the
decision to become a British subject (Barker 1997: 4-5).

From a shop at 16 Castle Street, Leicester Square, Quaritch issued his first catalogue. His sales in
1847 were only £168.10s [£14,130] but through the tenacity that would define his career this rose to
£766.10s [£70,630] in 1848 (Freeman 2004; Barker 1997: 5). By 1855 he was specialising in
literature, theology, law, mathematics, natural history, geography and the arts. At a time when public
interest was focussed on the Crimean War (1853-1856) he began to emphasise the exotic with
special reference to books and manuscripts in Oriental and European languages.

Bernard Quaritch Ltd published several Turkish, Arabic and Persian language dictionaries and
grammars around this time. From the 1850s he began to be patronised by wealthy private collectors
like Alexander, Lord Lindsay for whom he purchased a Gutenberg Bible for £595 [£58,390]. In
1860, after issuing a catalogue of over 5,000 items for sale, the firm moved to 15 Piccadilly in the
heart of London. Then began a strategy of dominating salesrooms in London and in Europe armed
with generous commissions and auction-house credit. Counting on a rapid turnover of his stock to
his personal clients he bought successfully at famous library dispersals between 1870 and his death
in 1899.

Between 1880 and 1914 the British economy declined. Most notably the economy contracted around
1899: a period now known as the Climacteric (Greasley 1986). The cotton market collapsed with the
American Civil War (1861-1865) and this led to an economic crisis in the large British
manufacturing cities. This was aggravated by agricultural failures and major depressions were felt
between 1875 and 1884 and from 1891 to 1899. The great country estates, burdened by entail, poor
financial returns, rising wage costs and the expenses of taxes, sold off their furniture and libraries

! Conversions were calculated at www.measuringworth.com. Values expressed in GBP as of 2016.
Accessed 14 March 2018/
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(Barker 1997: 14). Prices of rare and expensive books and manuscripts rose. The Pall Mall Gazette
(9 December 1884: 6) reported that ‘all books are fish that come to the net of Mr Quaritch; the
minnow and the whale alike, pence or pounds, scores or thousands, it matters not which.” Notable
collections sold in 1882 to solve the indebtedness of the great estates were the Hamilton Palace sale
and famous Sunderland library at Blenheim Palace (The Observer 9 July 1882: 2). In an interview
with the Pall Mall Gazette (19 December 1884: 6) Quaritch boasted of spending £40,000
[£3,827,000] at the Hamilton sale and then £33,000 [£3,157,000] at the Sunderland sale: a massive
£73,000 [£6,984,000] at just two auctions in the one year. Quaritch also marketed his collections at
auctions directly, in trade sales of rare and general stock in England and abroad and issued his own
publications.

His most celebrated publication, in four editions, was Edward FitzGerald’s Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayyam (1859-1879). The complex negotiations over copyright and personality are well
documented by Freeman (1997). Following a dispute between Quaritch and the FitzGerald estate that
cast Quaritch in a bad light the letters between the two men would be published by his daughter
Charlotte Quaritch Wrentmore (Wrentmore 1926). Quaritch was an active member of the dining club
he co-founded in 1878 known as ‘The Sette of Odd Volumes’ and other bookseller associations
(Quaritch 1887; The Sette of Odd Volumes 1886; Straus and Ye Sette of Odd Volumes 1925;
Franklin 1997).

Bernard Quaritch married Charlotte Helen Rimes in either 1863 or 1864 and had three children:
Bernard Alfred, Charlotte Nannie, Gertrude Annie.”> When Bernard Quaritch died in his London
home at 34 Belsize Grove, Hampstead in December 1899 he left a sizeable estate valued at £38,782
[£4,006,000] with a personal wealth of £19,712 [£2,036,000] much of which was divided between
his wife and his two daughters (The Morning Post 28 February 1900: 3; The London Gazette, 8
March 1900: 1472; Freeman 2004). Each daughter received a personal wealth of £5,000 [£516,500].

Bernard Quaritch must surely have been an extraordinary character. A correspondent for the Chicago
News reporting on the old man’s behaviour at a sale in London was reprinted in the Collector (15
November 1891: 27) under the by-line ‘Notes and Novelities.” This magazine, published in New
York by Alfred Trumble, called itself a record of antiquarianism and in it the newspaper journalist
wrote that Bernard Quaritch’s appearance at an auction:

strikes terror to the hearts of all other buyers, for he is known as the craftiest and boldest of
competitors. The old man will sit for hours waiting for some coveted treasure. His eyes will
be closed and his head dropped forward upon his knees: undoubtedly he is asleep. But how
does it happen that he always contrives to be awake just at the right time? He is never caught
napping: he starts, opens his eyes, is wide awake and ready for action the moment the sale of
a valued volume or manuscript is reached.

The Collector article then went on to say: that ‘[t]he fact is that Mr Quaritch is not only the greatest
bookseller in the world, but a bookseller with a genius for his vocation. If he were not he would not
stand where he does to-day.” He was best described by Freeman (2004: [4]): ‘[p]hysically and
mentally he was a powerful man, short but wiry and barrel-chested, irrepressibly forthright, and
given to bluff sardonic humour, but convivial and loyal, with a streak of unabashed sentimentally

2 www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk
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towards friends, and a patriotic devotion to his adopted country.” Although a man with wide
acquaintance with books he cared little for learning and literature in themselves. His obituary notices
reported that he was popularly known as both the Napoleon ® (The Dundee Advertiser 25 Dec 1899:
3) and the Prince of Booksellers (The Yorkshire Post 20 December 1899: 10).

Bernard Alfred Quaritch

After two and a half years at Charterhouse School, a college his nephew HG Quaritch Wales would
also attend, Bernard Alfred Quaritch spent a year in Leipzig learning German and then went to
France to gain experience in the European bookselling business. He returned to London and joined
the firm. He was 17. Following his father’s death in 1899 he actively managed the firm until his own
death from the protracted effects of influenza in 1913.

Bernard Alfred was a member of the British Numismatic Society between 1909 and 1911 and
probably continued his membership until his death. Numismatics was a popular pastime in the 19"
and early 20" centuries and the original Numismatic Society of London was a learned society for
upwardly mobile middle-class men. The Society separated in 1903 into the Royal Numismatic
Society and the British Numismatic Society when some members sought to form a group that
focussed specifically on the collection of British coins and those from the former British colonies.*
The Royal Numismatic Society received its Letters Patent in 1904 and continues to focus on the
study of coins, medals and money from all around the world emphasising collections from ancient
Greece and Rome. ® Although a member of the newly formed British Numismatic Society, Bernard
Alfred continued to publish the Numismatic Chronicle and Journal of the Royal Numismatic Society
for some years. The British Museum now has a valuable collection of early British coins acquired
through Bernard Quaritch Ltd who also sold copies of the museum coins and medals catalogue to
collectors. °

Bernard Alfred was instrumental in expanding the fortunes of the firm in the United States where his
business activities were regularly reported and widely advertised in the Collector. His exposure to
the book market in the United States was, after some initial difficulties, highly successful (Franklin
1997; Morris 1997). So much so that his obituary in the American Art News (20 September 1913: 4)
spoke glowingly of the man. Noting that he did not show much inclination to follow his father into
the book business, apparently preferring an Army career, he only did so at direct pressure from his
father. His father may have been surprised at the memorial notice from the Daily Telegraph
(London) reprinted in the Melbourne Argus (4 October 1913: 6) that suggested Bernard Alfred may
have been the ‘first bookseller in the world.” The obituary indicates that perhaps the son was better
known in Australia than the father.

The Charterhouse School (1913a: 171 and 1913b: 178) magazine, The Carthusian, ran two separate
obituary notes for Bernard Alfred Quaritch. One said that Quaritch ‘gave special attention to Oriental
literature, American literature, especially that dealing with the early history of the country, and the
magazines of the learned societies.” Bernard Quaritch Ltd was highly regarded for the diversity of its
contacts for it acted as an agent for the publications of many notable organisations such as the British
Museum, the Society of Antiquaries, the Hakluyt Society, the Numismatic Society of London and
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the Australian Museum in Sydney. HG Quaritch Wales would later play an active role in the
management of the family company, first as a director and then as the chairman of the board.

Gertrude Annie Quaritch

Gertrude Quaritch, the youngest daughter, married Edward Horace Wales in 1894 (London
Middlesex Gazette 22 September 1894: 2). At first there seems little to connect the Quaritch and the
Wales families to each other. But middle-class families in London at that time were closely
associated by class, education, religion and professional association. HG Quaritch Wales would be
descended from two respectable and well-to-do families. In this study the emphasis will be on the
Quaritch family and its significant role in the life of Quaritch Wales.

When Gertrude met Edward Wales in September 1894 he was well established in his uncle’s drapery
warehousing business and she was a young woman whose father was a respected and prosperous
antiquarian bookseller in the West End. When Bernard Quaritch’s will was probated in February
1900 Edward Wales was noted as an executor (The Illustrated London News 10 March 1900: 311).
Edward was from Cheshunt in Hertfordshire and the 1901 Census described him as a General
Manager and Manchester Warehouseman employed by the firm of J and WC Boyd at 7 Friday Street
in East London. The family lived at Gilwell Hill in Essex. Their son, the subject of this research
report, was born there in 1900. Gertrude would die in 1923 at the relatively early age of 56. Her
husband, Edward, lived to the considerably old age of 86. He died in 1953.

Charlotte Nannie Quaritch

Charlotte continued to live at the family home in Belsize Grove, Hampstead, until her marriage in
1910 to John Harris Wrentmore, a solicitor and partner in the family law firm, Wrentmore and Son
of 29 Bedford Row, London. The Quaritch family was now prosperous and successful in the
commercial and legal life of London. On the death of Bernard Alfred, Bernard Quaritch Ltd became
a limited liability company with Charlotte Quaritch, his sister, and Edward Horace Wales, her
brother-in-law, as directors. The business was managed by a long-term employee, Edward H Dring
(Dring 1997). This arrangement was an unhappy one. When Dring died in 1928 Charlotte’s husband,
John Harris Wrentmore, became another member of the board of directors. Barker (1997: 20), in his
direct critique of the family dynamics of that time, wrote they

knew nothing of the business for which they were responsible, regarding it as a source of
revenue; rarely if ever could they be persuaded to invest in the future, even to the extent of
foregoing part of their dividends. They were, be it said, immensely proud of the firm,
prouder of their connection with the founder, but they did not honour it with his generosity
of spirit.

The survival of Bernard Quaritch Ltd as a leading antiquarian bookselling company was largely left
in the hands of loyal employees.

Horace Geoffrey Quaritch Wales: Charterhouse and Cambridge
Horace Geoffrey Quaritch Wales was born on 17 October 1900. The only son of Edward and

Gertrude he appears to have been educated locally in his early years but entered the prestigious
Charterhouse School at Godalming in Surrey at the Oration Quarter in 1914 (Governing Body of
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Charterhouse School 1978: 173). His uncle, Bernard Alfred, had been a student a Charterhouse for
two and a half years between the Long Quarter 1885 and the Cricket or Summer Quarter 1887
(Charterhouse School 1913a). This no doubt influenced his parents’ decision to educate their son
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Image 01.002:
Hodgsonites House cricket team 1916. Quaritch Wales standing far right.
Photography courtesy of Catherine Smith, Archivist, Charterhouse School

there. Charterhouse was founded in 1611 on the site of the old Carthusian monastery in Charterhouse
Square, Smithfield, London and moved to the present site near Godalming in 1872.

Horace Geoffrey was a boarder in the Hodgsonites House and remained at the school until the
Cricket or Summer Quarter in 1917. It appears he was not particularly academic although he was a
member of the natural history club and shared the Poole Prize for natural history in 1917 (Email
from Mrs Catherine Smith, Archivist, Charterhouse School. 8 and 10 April 2017; Charterhouse
School 1917a & b). He left school after completing Upper IV form when he was 17.

Quaritch Wales matriculated to Cambridge on 21 October 1919 and was admitted to Queens’
College, one of the oldest and largest constituent colleges of Cambridge University. The three terms
at Cambridge are Michaelmas, from October to December; Lent, from January to March, and Easter,
from April to June. All students must complete at least nine terms, or three years, resident in a
college (Email from The Revd Dr Jonathan Holmes, Life Fellow and Keeper of the Records,
Queens’ College. 4 March 2017).

At Cambridge, Quaritch Wales continued with his interest in science. He sat for Part 1 of the Natural
Science Tripos in 1921 specialising in geology, botany, zoology and comparative anatomy. The
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Natural Science Tripos has been the framework by which most science is taught in Cambridge. Part
I, taken over two years, is broadly based and this is reflected in Quaritch Wales’ choice of four
subjects. Part Il, undertaken in the third year, allows the student to specialize. After completing Part |
of the Tripos Quaritch Wales sat for the Special in Geology in the Easter term of 1922 and gained a
second-class pass. He graduated without taking Part 111 which currently allows a student to graduate
with both Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees.

Quaritch Wales was awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree on 17 June 1922. All Cambridge
undergraduates in any field of study obtain a Bachelor of Arts degree as their first degree. On 27
April 1928, Quaritch Wales was awarded a Master of Arts degree. This is granted to any graduate
with a Bachelor of Arts honours degree and is awarded nineteen terms after matriculation. Many
years later the university would also grant Quaritch Wales a Doctor of Letters. This was approved on
12 November 1947 and awarded on 1 May 1948. It remains one of the highest degrees awarded and
candidates are required to show proof of distinction by some original contribution to the
advancement of science or learning. This is normally shown by a substantial body of published work
accumulated over several years in a distinguished career. But the fact that Quaritch Wales had only a
second-class Bachelor of Arts degree—his Master’s degree was awarded on application after seven
years as an academic rank—and it took sixteen years for the University of Cambridge to grant the
Doctor of Letters degree is evidence that Quaritch Wales was by then an enigmatic character whose
opinions and reputation made him hard to categorise.

Marriage and divorce

The question we must ask is why would a young man with good education, some family financial
security and reasonable prospects for employment in England leave for four years in Siam? The
reason was personal. Following his graduation from Cambridge in June 1922, Quaritch Wales
quickly married a woman from a respectable family whose father was supported by independent
means.

Lena Jones and Quaritch Wales were married on 13 July 1922 at the registrar’s office in Rochford, a
small town north of the larger coastal city of Southend-on-Sea in Essex (National Archives, Kew
1929). These records have recently been released. Quaritch Wales gave his address as residential
accommodation in ‘New Court’, Alexandra Road, Southend-on-Sea. Lena Jones was living in Queen
Anne’s Boarding Establishment, also in Southend-on-Sea. Witnesses listed on the marriage
certificate were the groom’s father, Edward Horace Wales, and the bride’s father, Thomas Edwin
Jones.

On 29 September 1922 Lena Wales gave birth to a girl whose records and a note in the divorce file
identified as Kathleen Mary Wales. In the divorce affidavit tabled later in 1929, Quaritch Wales was
recorded as having been a schoolteacher at Canvey Island to the southwest of Southend-on-Sea. The
change in social status and economic circumstances from a private school education and studentship
at Cambridge would have been considerable. The salary of a rural schoolteacher was low. Data from
the 1911 UK Census indicates that the annual salary of a schoolteacher was about £176 [£16,450]
and that of a solicitor £1,343 [£125,500] before the First World War.

Based on comparative data from wages for working class men, by 1921 the annual salary of a

teacher would have been around £200-£300 [£8,143 to £12,210] and tax about £9 [£366] a year
(Samuel 1919: 154; Williamson 1982: 48). But the national economy was in a difficult state
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following the war. The purchasing power of wages had fallen dramatically, industrial cities had large
slum areas and wide-spread poverty was apparent. It is unlikely that a 22 year old recent graduate
with limited teaching experience, working in a provincial school, would have received anything like
£300 a year. Finances would have been constrained by the need to maintain a new wife and child.

The marriage between Lena Wales and Horace Quaritch Wales was not successful. The couple
separated in late 1923 when Quaritch Wales left for six weeks touring in Argentina. In early 1924 he
left for Bangkok on the SS ‘Suddhadib’, a small trading and passenger ship belonging to Siam Steam
Navigation Company (Royal Asiatic Society Archives QW/1/1). Five years later, when Quaritch
Wales returned from teaching in Siam, Lena Wales was able to file for divorce in London.

In her affidavit of March 1929 Lena wrote that the paternity of the child was an issue of some
contention between husband and wife. There was no birth certificate of the child in the divorce
papers. To prove that the marriage should be dissolved, Lena Wales cited that the respondent,
Quaritch Wales, had committed adultery in February 1929 at a hotel in Bloomsbury with a woman,
also named in the affidavit (National Archives, Kew 1929).

The Matrimonial Causes Act 1923 (13 & 14 Geo 5) had only just removed the Victorian era
discrimination against women seeking divorce under which a woman had to prove that her husband
had committed adultery, plus either physical or mental cruelty and desertion, to be granted a divorce.
On the other hand, a man only had to prove his wife had committed adultery. The Matrimonial
Causes Act was a small step towards legal recognition of women for it made proof of adultery by
either party the sole grounds for divorce (Probert 1999). It was common in those days for couples
who wished to divorce to make some arrangement whereby evidence could be collected, often by a
private investigator, that either the husband or the wife had been unfaithful.

Divorce was not only expensive, it was socially stigmatizing and embarrassing in a class-conscious
society. The fact that neither Quaritch Wales nor the woman identified as the co-respondent made
personal representation to the court suggests that both parties wanted the marriage dissolved. Lena
Wales was granted a decree nisi on 30 July 1929 and six months later, on 31 March 1930, was
granted a decree absolute. Lena Wales and her daughter moved to Edinburgh. There are no records
of any personal communication between Lena Wales and Quaritch Wales after that time.

Teaching in Bangkok

Following his failed marriage, Quaritch Wales sought employment as a teacher not in England nor
even in an English colony, but in the largely unknown exotic Asian land, Siam. From 1924 to 1928
he joined the Siamese government service that was keen to remodel the nation and to incorporate
aspects of Western education. Another logical reason Quaritch Wales may have sought to teach in
Siam was the possibility of a higher salary. The Siamese government, aware of its precarious
position between French colonies to the east and British colonies to the south and west, recruited
numerous European advisers to help develop services and restructure organisations.

Legal advisers for instance were paid high salaries. Gustave Rolin-Jaequemyns, adviser to King
Chulalongkorn between 1892 and 1902, received an impressive £3,000 [£299,400] a year and
following him, Jens Westengard, an adviser to both King Chulalongkorn and King Vajiravudh
between 1903 and 1915, was paid £4,000 [£394,200] in 1912 (Loos 2006: 55 fn75). No doubt
Quaritch Wales was not at this salary level but even if he were to receive one quarter, say £1,000
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[£52,340] a year together with expenses and travel costs, he would be earning a very respectable
wage. Quaritch Wales was recruited to teach science to students of the King’s College, first located
at Nonthaburi on the Menam Chao Phraya north of Bangkok. When it merged with the Royal Pages’
College to become Vajiravudh College it was relocated to the northern Bangkok suburb of Dusit.

Siam: ritual, religion and revolution

When Quaritch Wales arrived in Siam he would have been impressed with the colour and exotic
sights of elegant palaces, golden Buddha statues, magnificent temples and picturesque wooden
houses situated along the narrow klongs. He would have been largely unaware that the country was
in a difficult social, economic and political position. Efforts to modernise Siam began when Rama 1V
(King Mongkut: reign 1851-1868) opened the country to European trade and investment. Under a
treaty with Great Britain, the English residents in Siam were granted extraterritoriality and were
answerable only to the British consul resident in Bangkok (Hall 1970: 669). British trade reaped the
greatest benefits from this arrangement. Mongkut had spent many years as a Buddhist monk and he
was a renowned scholar of the sacred Buddhist Pali scriptures. His reign began the process of
modernisation that, according to conventional views, ‘caused a double conflict—one between the
king and the ruling classes, and the other in the king’s own mind, where Western progressive ideas
clashed with oriental conservatism, leaving a mass of contradictions’ (Hall 1970: 667; Thongchi
Winichkul 1994: 42). Contradictions between Buddhism and Western science were
compartmentalised by relegating matters of a spiritual and moral nature to the faith and those of a
worldly nature to science (Thongchai Winichakul 1994: 40).

When his son, Rama V (King Chulalongkorn: reign 1868-1910) came to the throne there was ‘no
fixed code of laws; no system of general education; no proper control of revenue and finance; no
postal or telegraph service’ (Sternstein 1964: 7-20 and 1966: 59). In addition, there was no army
built on modern lines, no navy at all, there were no railways, few roads and poor medical services.
The monarchical system consolidated state control and centralised administration in Bangkok but
provincial services were left in the hands of regional governors who had virtual autonomy.
Corruption and nepotism gave Siam the unenviable reputation of being one of the worst governed
countries in the world.

While the government recruited a large corps of European advisers, and this was a step of
considerable importance in the modernisation process, the institutions failed to make much use of
their abilities and experience. Few senior officers cooperated willingly with them. Indeed, Quaritch
Wales’ (1934a and 1965a: 106-107) assessment of traditional provincial administration was that
beyond the confines of the central kingdom around Bangkok were a series of first and second-class
provinces ruled by sons and relatives of the Siamese king. Beyond that again were tributary states
governed by their own lords, according to their own laws and customs. Nominal vassals of the
Siamese court, they retained a certain measure of independence and were always inclined to rebel.

14



oi v ! -
(11 §9=1| B R
1 § 5
/ i 11 e
/ \'.'u-v-‘ : g 3 ¥
i 3 Nl}. 0
3 = " Ul ‘
o ,_(‘. .'.. -—
o ' ‘ ’?1“{“'_’-:.' o “ W
o s s § | esmznas N b
Ve | 1 N ;
- ‘ } B
= - . b . \/ 8
3 " ¥ / 0 3 ‘ .
) 'Tw;;f\ SR ,
SRNETITR . 3 S

Image 01.003:
Wat Phra Kaew, The Temple of the Emerald Buddha, Bangkok ca 1924-1928
(Royal Asiatic Society Archives. HG Quaritch Wales Collection
Glass slide 39)

Chulalongkorn welcomed European ideas especially on matters of law, politics, education, medicine,
government administration and the military. The received opinion is that Siam was a traditional state
that ‘transformed itself into a modern nation, thanks to the intelligence of the monarchs who
responded wisely and timely to threats of the European powers by modernizing the country in the
right direction at the right time’ (Thongchai Winichakul 1994: 13). As Subrahmanyan (2013:78)
writes in an excellent examination of philosophical ideas and social structures in a changing Thai
society between 1920 and 1944 ‘[t]he maintenance of social hierarchy and the preservation of moral
and political leadership in a small class [of elite] were meant to guard against the dilution of royalist
ideology in a changing economy.” The ruling classes blended dissimilar sources of legitimacy—
rational with the paternal, magical with Buddhist spiritual, Western science and esoteric

15



cosmology—to construct their own trajectories of power and control (Subrahmanyan 2013: 15;
Kirsch 1984: 253-265).

Image 01.004:
Wat Benchamabopit, the Marble Temple, Dusit, Bangkok ca 1924-1928
(Royal Asiatic Society Archives. HG Quaritch Wales Collection
Glass slide 40)

Chulalongkorn favoured European education for his many sons and supported students from the
lesser-nobility and for some chosen students from the lower classes to have education abroad.
Chulalongkorn’s son, Rama VI (King Vajiravudh: 1910-1925), was educated at both the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst and Cambridge University in England. The king forced the aristocracy
to send their children to elite schools first established in the royal palace. Prince Damrong
Rajanubhab (Damrongrachanphap), appointed Minister of Public Instruction in 1887, then Minister
of Education in 1889 and later the Minister of the Interior in 1892, was one of these young men (The
Prince Damrong Foundation 1978). He would reform the system of local administration and
introduce better standards of education (Tej Bunnag 1977; Riggs 1966: 117-119; Hall 1970: 672).
Prince Damrong would also be an important contact for Quaritch Wales who later wrote a eulogistic
article of praise about his mentor (Quaritch Wales 1932d).

Previously, education in Siam was largely in the hands of the Buddhist monasteries. The temple was
the centre of all learning and monks taught students, who were mostly boys, Buddhist art, history
and philosophy. The temple emphasised moral education, a commitment to Buddhist principles and
devotion to the monarchical structure. In a religious setting, the sciences such as astrology, medicine
and mathematics were taught by Brahmins. Christian missionaries introduced secular education on a
limited scale. Primary level education was improved with the provision of more modern equipment,
but secondary and higher education lagged because of the lack of instructional materials in Thai
languages. English was considered the most appropriate language for higher education. Education
for the poor, and most certainly for the rural poor, was inadequate and substandard. Young men of
any standing who gained an education sought a bureaucratic career with almost an obsessive zeal.
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Prince Damrong implemented a new local government structure called the Thesaphibal [provincial]
system. He replaced the old autonomous provinces with new administrative divisions, the monthons
[circle], each administered by a resident governor responsible to the Minister of the Interior (The
Prince Damrong Foundation 1978: 7). These monthons were then divided into provinces, villages
and then hamlets (Sternstein 1966: 60-61). The hamlet was under the control of an elder and the
elders of the hamlets in turn elected a headman of the village. These reforms met with considerable
resistance from the old elite. Life in the countryside was basic. Even into the 1920s bands of roving
cattle thieves were common in the central plains. Urban life and rural life remained worlds apart.
Reporting on a rural economic survey from the 1930s, Subrahmanyan (2013: 20) noted that bullock-
carts in the northeast were of an ancient type with an osier roof and with an ungreased wooden axle
that made a singing noise heard from a long distance away. In his provincial tours, even Prince
Damrong had to make use of these basic carts as motor vehicle access to rural areas was impossible.
Quaritch Wales also used these bullock carts, with police guards, on his first archaeological
expedition to Siam in 1935.

The absolutist state’s economic development was governed by ad hoc plans created by socially and
economically detached elites residing in the urban areas. The peasantry was exploited by Thai
landlords and at the mercy of Chinese money-lenders and middlemen. The old elite had little
business aptitude and viewed both state financed development and private economic capitalism with
suspicion. In addition, health programs, hospitals and local medical services were inadequate.
Cholera claimed 13,000 lives in Bangkok alone between 1919 and 1921 and a further 8,000 died
between 1925 and 1926. Malaria was endemic.

Some account of the poor communication, difficulties faced by officials in regional travel and
general poverty of the countryside can be seen in the account by LJ Robbins (1929). Robbins was an
employee of the Ministry of Education and accompanied a British magistrate on his tour of central
Siam from Pitsanulok on the Nan river east towards Lom Sak on the Pa Sak river. This was the
western edge of the Khorat plateau. In the late 1920s the journey had to be made on horse, with
parties of corvée labourers working as guides and carriers. The dense jungle hindered travel and wild
elephants and tigers were a constant threat. There were few roads and no bridges. Accommodation in
towns was only available in the open-sided sala attached to Buddhist temples. This was the world in
which Quaritch Wales lived during his short teaching career in Bangkok.

In this period of social and economic crisis Rama VI, who had no children, was succeeded by his
younger brother, King Prajadhipok (Rama VII: reign 1925-1935). Prajadhipok was also educated in
England; first at Eton College and then at the Royal Military